ROUNDABOUT AND SWINGS
Scotland something in the nature of a national entity,
and for two hundred years Albyn, that embryonic
Scotland, fought to detach the Lothians from the
kingdom of Northumbria. In 1018 Malcolm II
defeated the Northumbrians at Carham, and Scotland
marched southwards to the Tweed. The Celtic
kingdom extended its boundaries and enclosed that
which would in time destroy its Celtic character:
in the Lothians the English language and the English
law prevailed.
The great-grandson of Malcolm n was Malcolm
Canmore, who, after some years of exile in the court
of Edward the Confessor, fought his way to the
Scottish throne, and in 1068 or thereabout married
Margaret, sister of Edgar the Atheling, then with her
brother a refugee in Scotland from the wrath of
William the Conqueror. Malcolm, a vigorous and
accomplished soldier, was much under the influence
of his English wife. She was one of those strong,
interfering, pious and persistent women of whom
England has successfully bred a considerable number.
The rigours and prohibitions of the Sabbath day,
which in more recent centuries became a Scottish
tradition, were introduced to Scotland by her. She
objected to the Gaelic Mass, and summoned English
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